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Abstract

The mahdara represents the traditional educational institution of Mauritania
(Chinguetti), which has endured through modern history while preserving its methods and
role. Based on a mobile Bedouin system centered on a sheikh offering free education, it
played a major role in spreading knowledge and Islam within and beyond the region.
Distinguished by strong memorization, encyclopedic learning, and social engagement, the
mahdara served as a pillar of cultural resistance during colonialism and produced scholars
who contributed to Islamic learning across Sudan and Africa, leaving behind a rich and
enduring intellectual heritage.
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